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Fairy Tale

He built himself a house,
his foundations,
his stones,
his walls,
his roof overhead,
his chimney and smoke,
his view from the window.

He made himself a garden,
his fence,
his thyme,
his earthworm,
his evening dew.
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He cut out his bit of sky above.

And he wrapped the garden in the sky
and the house in the garden
and packed the lot in a handkerchief

and went off
lone as an arctic fox
through the cold
unending
rain
into the world.

MIROSLAV HOLUB
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Man Cursing the Sea it licked his footprints in the sand
like a wounded dog.

Someone

just climbed to the top of the cliffs And then he came down

and began to cuvse the sea. and patted

the tiny immense stovmy mivvor of the sea.
Dumb water, stupid pregnant watey,
slow, slimy copy of the sky, “Cheve you go, water, he said,
you peddler between sun and moon, and went his way.
pettifogging pawnbroker of shells,
soluble, loud-mouthed bull, MIOROSLAD HOLUB
bevtilizing the vocks with your blood,
suicidal swovd
dashed to bits on the headland,
hydra, hydvolyzing the night,
breathing salty clouwds of silence,
spreading jelly wings
in vain, in vain,

govgon, devouring its own body,
watey, you absurd flat skall of water—

And so he cuvsed the sea for a spell,
cenbabolbs
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found the scissors fallen behind the
cupboard.

Death in the Evening
found a glove

Hight, hight.

they had lost a year ago,

Her last words wandered across the ceiling tried all the door knobs,
like clouds. tightened the tap,

The sideboard wept. S finished her coffee,

The apron shivered M and fell back again.

as if covering an abyss.

In the morning they took her away.

The end. The young ones had gone to bed. ' She was cremated,
The ashes were coarse
But towards midnight as coal.
the dead woman got up,
put out the candles ( a pity to waste them ) , MIROSLAV HOLUB
quickly mended the last stocking,
found her fifty nickels
in the cinnamon tin
and put them on the table,
cenbaobobs apeandeonsiné
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Then

she locked up carefully
lest someone steal
Sirius

or Aldebaran

from her kitchen,

went back downstairs

and settled herself

to wait
Five Minutes after the Air Raid
for the house to rise again

In Pilsen,
and her husband to rise
Twenty-six station road,
from the ashes
she climbed to the third floor,
and for her children's hands and feet
up stairs which were all that was left
to be stuck back in place.
of the whole house,

she open her door,

In the morning they found her
full on to the sky,

still as stone,
stood gaping over the edge.

Sparrows pecking her hands.

For this was the place
MIROSLAV HOLUB
the world ended.
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The stargazer's legacy

His words remained after him
Fairer than the world

No one dares gaze at them

They wait at the turnings of time
Greater than people

Who can pronounce them

They lie on the dumb earth
Heavier than bones of life
Death didn't manage

To carry them off as a dowry

No one can lift them up

No one throw them down

The falling stars hide their heads

In the shadows of his words
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A forgetful number

Once upon a time there was a number
Pure and round like the sun

But alone very much alone

1t began to reckon witj itself

1t divided multiplied itself

It substracted added itself

And remained alway one alone

1t stopped reckoning with itself

And shut itself up in its round

And sunny purity

Outside were left the fiery
T'races of its reckoning

They began to chase each other through the dark
To divide when they should have multiplied themselves
To subtract when they should have added themselves

That's what happens in the dark

And there was no one to ask 1t
To stop the traces

And to rub them out

VASKHO POPA
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A conceited mistake

Once upon a time there was a mistake
So silly so small

That no one would even have noticed it

It couldn't bear

To see itself to hear of itself

It invented all manner of things
Just to prove
That it didn't really exist

It invented space
To put its proofs in
And time to keep its proofs

And the world to see its proofs

All it invented
Was not so silly
Nor so small

But was of course mistaken
Could it have been otherwise

VASKO POPA
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The story of a story

Once upon a time there was a story

Its end came

Before its beginning
And its beginning came
After its end

Its heroes entered it
After their death
And left it

mmcybermedia.q'? com
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Before their birth

Its heroes talked
About some earth about some heaven

They said all sorts of things

Only they didn't say
What they themselves didn't know

That they are only heroes in a story
In a story whose end comes

Before its beginning

And whose beginning comes

After its end

VASKO POPA
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Onee wpon a Zine there was a triangle
Gt foad three aides

She fowrth it fvd

T ity glowing centre

By day it would clind Zo its Hhree wertices
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nd admire its centhre

By night it would sest

G one of ity three angles

A - daton 4 el wateh s Lhree aides
Swrned into three glowing wheels
Disappear ints the lue of no seturr

Gt would ke cut its fowrth aide
Klss it Sreak it three Zimes

So ity Three vertices
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Once upon a time there was a yarwn
Not andey the palate not under the hat

00ddeapseslon 206:6090d9§ 003

meé]&esmcﬁ%neu?o% ésoq&esmcﬁgoecpo%

Not in the mouth not in the anything 08036260705 SBEPeUROD
/t was bigger than everything 290> SaepEiadic00STRiun:
Bigger than its onn bigness . 20

4 g 203080383 [PFreoigeon’ S8Fwn:

From time to time

/ts dull dapkness desperate dapkness

/n desperation mould flash here and there
You might think it was stars lo3cBggacgel cogiooboep

ofopolorpopadtdlioimeyon egbrugedmedassewntan
egPeogqodmEdom tBsnBsnicnliaond

Once upon a time there mwas a yarwn oobdeepaadlon 0bieogoobedjooc)

Boring like any yarwn 060908 [€:88
aonogoopdodecdeon; colq
And still it scems it lasts
0cd3A
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Two Drops

No time grieve for roses,when the forests are burning
Slawacki

The forests were on fire —-

they however

wreathed their necks with their hands
like bouquets of roses

People ran to the shelters—-
he said his wife had hair
in whose depths one could hide

Covered by one blanket
they whispered shameless words
the litany of those who love

When it got very bad
they leapt into each other's eyes
and shut them firmly

So firmly they did not feel the flames
when they came up to the eyelashes

To the end they were brave
To the end they were faithful
To the end they were similar
like two drops

struck at the edge of a face

ZBIGNIEW HERBERT
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The Rain

When my older brother

came back from war

fe had on fis forefiead a little silver star
and under the star

an abyss

a splinter of shrapnel
fit fim at Verdun

or perfiaps at brinwald
cenba0bols

(he d fargotten the details)

he used to talk much

in many languages

but he liked most of all
the language of history

until losing breath
fie commanded fis dead pals to run

Roland Kowaski Hannibal

fie shouted

that this was the last crusade
that Larthage soon would fall
and then sobbing confessed
that Napoleon did not like fim

we looked at fim

getting paler and paler
abandoned by his senses

fie turned slowly into a monument
into musical shells of ears
entered g stone forest

and the skin of fis face

was secured

mmcybermedia.*@ com
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with the blind dry

buttons of eyes

nothing was left him
but touch

what storigs

he told with fis hands

in the right he had romances
in the left soldier's memaories

they took my brother

and carried fim out of town

fe returns every fall

shim and very quigt

fe does not want to come in

he knocks at the window for me

we walk tagether in the streets
and he recites ta me
improbable tales

touching my face

with blind fingers of rain

Zbigniew Herbert
cenbaobobs
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Silk of a Soul

Never

did | speak with her
either about love
or ahout death

only blind taste

and mute touch

used to run between us
when absorbed in ourselves
we lay close

 must

peek inside her

tn see what she wears
at her centre

when she slept
with her ljps open
| peeked

and what

and what

wauld you think
[ caught sight of

| was expecting
branches
| was expecting

a bird
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| was expecting
4 house
by 3 lake great and silent

but there

on a glass counter

[ caught sight of a pair
of silk stackings

my bod
! buy her those stockings
1 buy them

but what will appear then
on the glass counter
of the little saul

will it be something
which cammot be fouched

even with one finger of a dream

Zbigniew Herbert
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Voice

I walk on the sea-shore

to catch that voice

between the breaking of one wave
and another

but there is no voice

only the senile garrulity of water
salty nothing

a white bird's wing

stuck dry to a stone

| walk to the forest

where persists the continuous
hum of an immense hour-glass
sifting leaves into humus

humus into leaves

powerful jaws of insects
consume the silence of the earth

[ walk into the fields

green and yellow sheets

fastened with pins of insect beings
sing at every touch of the wind

where is that voice

it should speak up

when for a moment there is a pause

in the unrelenting monolouge of the earth

conbadbolbs

3290

oCcocdmdiefged é]GC\RpcﬁongoooS
558350503 528063

oA e
e@cﬁoo@g@o:@em

mmcybermedia.'t’\'-’ com

nothing but whispers
clappings explosions

| come home

and my experience takes on
the shape of an alternative
either the world is dumb

or | am deaf

but perhaps
we are both
doommed to our afflictions

therefore we must

arm in arm

go blindly on

towards new horizons
towards contracted throats
from which rises

an unintelligible gurgle

Zbigniew Herbert
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Longue

Dnadvevtently D passed the bovder of her teeth
and swallowed hey agile tongue. D¢ lives inside me now,
like a japanese fish. D¢ brushes against my heavt and
my diapgragm as if against the walls of an aquavium.
D¢ stivs silt from the bottom.

She whom D deprived of a voice stars at me
with big eye and waits for a wovd.

UYet D do not know which tongue to use w-
hen speaking to her-the stolen one oy the one which

melts in my mouth from an excess of heavy goodness.
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