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Fairy Tale 

 

He built himself a house, 

his foundations, 

his stones, 

his walls, 

his roof overhead, 

his chimney and smoke, 

his view from the window. 

 

He made himself a garden, 

his fence, 

his thyme, 

his earthworm, 

his evening dew. 
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He cut out his bit of sky above. 

 

And he wrapped the garden in the sky 

and the house in the garden 

and packed the lot in a handkerchief 

 

and went off 

lone as an arctic fox 

through the cold 

unending 

rain 

into the world. 

 

MIROSLAV HOLUB 
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 မိေရာဆလပး ေဟာလုဗး
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Man Cursing the Sea  
 
Someone 
just climbed to the top of the cliffs 
and began to curse the sea. 
 
Dumb water, stupid pregnant water, 
slow, slimy copy of the sky, 
you peddler between sun and moon, 
pettifogging pawnbroker of shells, 
soluble, loud-mouthed bull, 
fertilizing the rocks with your blood, 
suicidal sword 
dashed to bits on the headland, 
hydra, hydrolyzing the night, 
breathing salty clouds of silence, 
spreading jelly wings 
in vain, in vain, 
gorgon, devouring its own body, 
 
water, you absurd flat skull of water— 
 
And so he cursed the sea for a spell, 

it licked his footprints in the sand 
like a wounded dog. 
 
And then he came down 
and patted 
the tiny immense stormy mirror of the sea. 
 
There you go, water, he said, 
and went his way.  
 
MIROSLAV HOLUB 
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 ပငးလယးကုိဆဲသူ
 

တစးစဵုတစးေယာကး 

ေက္ာကးကမး့ပါ့စျနး့ ထိပးေပၚရုတးခ္ညး့တကး 

ပငးလယးကုိ ဆဲပါေလေရာ. 

 

မိုကးမတဲဲံေရ ..၊  မိုကးမတဲဲံကုိယးဝနးေဆာငးေရ၊ 

ေကာငး့ကငးရ ဲ ရႊဵ႕ေစ့ထူတံဲ ပဵုတူကာ့၊ 

ေနနဲလၾကာ့ တျနးဆုတးစျာ ရစးဝေဲနသူ၊ 

ခရုချဵမ္ာ့ကုိ  ေရ့ၾကီ့ချငးက္ယးလုပး ေရတျကးေနသူ၊ 

အရညးဆနးတဲံ အာက္ယးတံဲႏျာ့သုိ့၊ 

ေက္ာကးတုဵ့မ္ာ့ကုိ သူေသျ့န႔ဲ မ္ိဳ့ေအာငးေစသူ၊ 

သူကုိယးသူ ်ပနးသတးတံဲဓာ့၊ 

သနးလ္ကးစျနး့တုိငး့မြာ သူကိုယးသူ အစိတးစိတးအမႊာအမႊာကျဲေစသူ၊ 

ဟုိကး်ဒာညကုိ အပုိငး့ပုိငး့်ဖတးသူ၊ 

တိတးဆိတးမႈရဲ  ဆာ့ငနးတိမးတုိကးမ္ာ့ကုိ  ရႈရႈိုကးေနသူ၊ 

ေက္ာကးေက္ာလုိ အေတာငးပဵေတျ်ဖနး်ပီ့၊ 

အခ္ညး့ႏြီ့၊ အခ္ညး့ႏြီ့ပ၊ဲ 

ေဂၚဂျနး ... ၊ ကုိယးံကိုယးကုိ ်ပနးလညးဝါ့်မိဳေနသူ၊ 

 

ေရ ၊ ေရရဲ  ရယးဖျယးေကာငး့တဲံ ်ပာ့ခ္ပးခ္ပးဦ့ေခါငး့ချ ဵ အသငး -- 

 

အဲဒီလို အတနးၾကာ ပငးလယးကုိ သူဆဲပစးလိုကးတယး။ 

သဲေပၚက သေူ်ခရာေတျကုိ လြ္ာနဲလ္ကးပစးခဲံတဲ ံ ပငးလယး 

ဒဏးရာရ ေချ့ တစးေကာငးလုိ ။ 

 

်ပီ့ေတာံ  သူေအာကးကုိ ဆငး့လာ 

်ပီ့ ပျတးသပးလိုကးတယး 

ေသ့သိမးစျာ ထုထညးၾကီ့မာ့  မုနးတုိငး့ထနးေနတံဲ 

ပငးလယးရဲ  ေၾက့မုဵကုိ။ 

 

ေတျပလာ့ကျ ၊ ေရ ၊ လုိ႔  ... သူေ်ပာ်ပီ့ 

သူလမး့သူ ဆကးသျာ့ပါေလေရာ။  ။ 

 

မိေရာဆလပး ေဟာလုဗး 

 

ဟုိကး်ဒာ = ေခါငး့တစးလုဵ့်ဖတးလြ္ငး ႏြစးလဵု့တုိ့သညးဆိုေသာ ဂရိဒ႑ာရီထဲက 

နဂါ့ၾကီ့ 

ေဂၚဂျနး = ဂရိဒ႑ာရီထဲက အလျနးစကးဆုပးဖျယးေကာငး့ေသာ ဘီလူ့မ 
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ညေနခငး့၌ ေသဆုဵ့်ခငး့ 
 

်မငးံသျာ့၊ ်မငးံသျာ့။ 

 

သူမရ ဲ ေနာကးဆုဵ့စကာ့လုဵ့မ္ာ့ 

မ္ကးႏြာက္ကးတစးေလြ္ာကး  ်ဖတးသနး့သျာ့ၾက 

တိမးတုိကးမ္ာ့ပမာ။ 

နဵရဵကပးဗီရုိ ငုိ ။ 

ေအပရျနး ၾကကးသီ့ထ  

အဆုဵ့မံဲတျငး့နကးတစးခုကို ေက္ားလႊာ့သျာ့ရသလုိ။ 

 

နိဂုဵ့ ။ ကေလ့ငယးမ္ာ့  အိပးရာဝငးခဲံၾက်ပီ ။ 

 

ဒါေပမယးံ သနး့ေခါငးယဵကုိ ဦ့တညးခ္ိနး 

ေသေနတံဲမိနး့မ ထလာ 

ဖေယာငး့တုိငးေတျကုိ လုိကး်ငိမး့ 

( သူတုိကုိ ်ဖဳနး့တီ့ရမြာ  နာတာပဲ ) 

ေနာကးဆုဵ့ေ်ခစျပးကုိ အ်မနးဖာေထ့၊ 

နဵသာဗူ့ထဲက 

သူမရဲ  အေၾကျ ်ပာ့ငါ့ဆယးကုိ ရြာေဖျ 

စာ့ပျေဲပၚတငး၊ 

ဗီရုိေနာကးမြာ က္ေနတံဲ ကတးေၾက့ကုိ ရြာေဖျ၊ 

တစးႏြစးေလာကးအၾကာက ေပ္ာကးေနခံဲတဲံ၊ 

လကးအိတးတစးဖကးကုိ ရြာေဖျ၊ 

တဵခါ့လကးကုိငးဖုေတျကုိ လုိကးစစး၊ 

ေရပုိကးေခါငး့ကုိ ေသခ္ာပိတး၊ 

ေကားဖီကုိ ်ပီ့ေအာငးေသာကး၊ 

်ပီ့ေတာံ  ်ပနးလဲက္သျာ့ခဲံတယး။ 

 

မနကးက္ေတာံ သူမကုိ သူတုိ႔ ယူသျာ့ၾကတယး 

မီ့သ်ဂၤိဳလးလုိကးၾကတယး။ 

်ပာစေတျက ၾကမး့တမး့ေပံ 

ေက္ာကးမီ့ေသျ့မႈနးေတျလိုပဲ ။   ။ 

 

 မိေရာဆလပး ေဟာလုဗး 

 

 

        =                              
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Five Minutes after the Air Raid  

 

In Pilsen, 

Twenty-six station road, 

she climbed to the third floor, 

up stairs which were all that was left 

of the whole house, 

she open her door, 

full on to the sky, 

stood gaping over the edge. 

 

For this was the place 

the world ended. 

 

Then  

she locked up carefully 

lest someone steal 

Sirius  

or Aldebaran  

from her kitchen, 

went back downstairs 

and settled herself 

to wait  

for the house to rise again 

 

and her husband to rise  

from the ashes 

and for her children's hands and feet 

to be stuck back in place. 

 

In the morning they found her 

still as stone, 

Sparrows pecking her hands.  

 

MIROSLAV HOLUB 
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ဗုဵ့ၾကဲ်ပီ့ေနာကး ငါ့မိနစး 

 

ပီလးဆငး်မိဳ႕မြာ 

ႏြစးဆယးံေ်ခာကး ဘူတာရုဵလမး့ 

တစးအိမးလုဵ့မြာ 

က္နးခဲံသမြ္ ဒါပဲ် ဖစးတံဲ ေလြကာ့အတုိငး့ 

တတိယထပးကုိတကးသျာ့ 

သူအခနး့တဵခါ့ကုိ ဖျငးံလိုကးေတာံ 

လုဵ့ဝ မို့ေကာငး့ကငးၾကီ့သာ 

ေလြကာ့စျနး့မြ ေင့ရပးေနမိ 

 

ဒီေနရာဟာ်ဖငးံ 

ကမာၻေလာကၾကီ့ ဆုဵ့တံဲအရပးပ ဲ

ဒါန႔ဲ 

 

သူတဵခါ့ သ ူေသခ္ာ်ပနးပိတးလုိကးတယး 

သူမီ့ဖိုေခ္ာငးဆီက 

ဆီရီယပး 

ဒါမြမဟုတး  အယးလးဒီဘာရနး ကို 

တစးေယာကးေယာကး ခို့ယူမြာစို့လုိ႔ 

ေအာကးကို ်ပနးဆငး့ခဲံတယး 

်ပီ့ေတာံ သူထုိငးခ္လုိကးကာ 

ေစာငးံဆိုငး့ေနေလရဲ  

အိမးၾကီ့်ပနးထလာဖုိ႔ 

သူေယာကၤ္ာ့ ်ပာပုဵထဲက ်ပနးထလာဖုိ႔ 

သူကေလ့ေတျရဲ  ေ်ခလကးေတျ ေနရာတက္်ပနးတပးမိဖို ။ 

 

မနကးက္ေတာံ သ႕ူကုိ လူေတျေတျၾကရတယး 

ေက္ာကးတုဵ့လုိ ်ငိမးသကးလုိ႔ 

စာကေလ့ေတျက  သူလကးကုိဆိတးလုိ႔။  ။ 

 

မိေရာဆလပး ေဟာလုဗး  

 

ဆီရီယပး = သေဘၤာပဲံ တာရာ 

အယးလးဒီဘရနး = ေရာဟနီ တာရာ 
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 ကယးေင့သူရဲ႕အေမျမ္ာ့ 

                       ။ ၁၉၂၂                   ။        
                                 ႔                       ၁၉၄၉      
                              ႔         ႔       ။    ႔                   
                                                  ။            

                     
      ။         (၁၉၅၂)၊ 
                 (၁၉၅၆) ၊ 
         (၁၉၆၅)       
                       
( ၁၉၆၅ )    ႔       ။ 

                             
                       - 

 

 

      VASKO POPA  (ဗာစကုိပုိပါ) 

Branko Radicevic Prize (၁၉၅၃) 

Zmaj Prize (၁၉၅၆) 

   ႔       ။ Lendu Prize (၁၉၆၇)  

 
  ႔                   ၊       ၊                                         
                          ။                                        
   ႔    ႔         ႔                                       ။ 

                             ၊                        ႔      
                                                                      
       ။                                      ၊                      ၊ 
                                                   ၍                  ႔ 
            ႔       ႔    ။                ႔                              
                                              ႔                      
                 ။ 
 
                                   “                       ”            
“                ”                                                    
                       ႔      ။                                          
   ။                                                  ႔            
       ။            ႔                                             ။ 
 
                     ႔                                                
                  ။             ၊           ၊      ၊         ၊        ၊ 
                                ၍                         ႔         
                  ။                          ၍              
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              ။ 
 
    ႔            ၊                                          
                  ။                                       
                                                           ။ 

                                                                                          

 

                                                                  

The stargazer's legacy 
 

His words remained after him 
Fairer than the world 

No one dares gaze at them 
 

They wait at the turnings of time 
Greater than people 

Who can pronounce them 
 

They lie on the dumb earth 
Heavier than bones of life 

Death didn't manage 
To carry them off as a dowry 

 
No one can lift them up 

No one throw them down 
 

The falling stars hide their heads 
In the shadows of his words 

 
VASKO POPA 
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  ႔           ႔                            

                      

             ႔               ႔         

 

                                ႔               

     ႔                     

                          

 

   ႔                  ႔               

                               

                 

     ႔                              ႔             

 

             ႔               ,         

             ႔             

 

                ႔                    

  ႔                         

 

            

   A forgetful number 
Once upon a time there was a number 

Pure and round like the sun 

But alone very much alone 

 

It began to reckon witj itself 

 

It divided multiplied itself 

 

It substracted added itself 

 

And remained alway one alone 

 

It stopped reckoning with itself 

And shut itself up in its round 

And sunny purity 

 

Outside were left the fiery 

Traces of its reckoning 

 

They began to chase each other through the dark 

To divide when they should have multiplied themselves 

To subtract when they should have added themselves 

 

That's what happens in the dark 

 

And there was no one to ask it 

To stop the traces 

 

And to rub them out 

 

VASKO POPA 
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ေမံတတးတံဲကိနး့တစးလုဵ့ 

 

တစးရဵေရာအခါက ကိနး့တစးလုဵ့ရြိသတဲ ံ

ေနလုိ ဝုိငး့စကး စငးၾကယးသတဲ ံ

ဒါေပမယးံ  အထီ့တညး့ အလျနးကိုအထီ့တညး့ပတဲံဲ 

 

သူကုိယးသူ စတငး တျကးခ္ကးသတံဲ 

 

သူကုိယးသူ စာ့လုိကး ေ်မြာကးလုိကး 

 

သူကုိယးသူ ႏုတးလုိကး ေပါငး့လုိကး 

 

်ပီ့ ၾကျငး့က္နးရစး်မဲ သူအထီ့တညး့ပဲတံဲ 

 

သူ႕ကုိယးသူ တျကးခ္ကးမႈေတျကုိ ရပးပစးခဲံ် ပီ့ 

သူ်ပနးပိတးေနခဲံ 

စငးၾကယးမႈအ်ပညးံနဲ႔ ထျနး့လငး့ 

ဝိုငး့စကးမႈထဲ 

 

အ်ပငးမြာ သူတျကးခ္ကးမႈရဲ  

အၾကျငး့အက္နးအစအနေတျ  ပျကးေလာရုိကးက္နးသတံဲ 

 

သူတုိအခ္ငး့ခ္ငး့ အေမြာငးထဲမြာ လိုကးဖမး့ေနၾကသတဲ ံ

သူတုိကိုယးသူတုိ႔ ေ်မြာကးရမယးံဟာကုိ ်ပနးစာ့လုိ႔ 

သူတုိကိုယးသူတုိ႔ ေပါငး့ရမယးံဟာကုိ ်ပနးႏုတးလုိ႔ 

 

အေမြာငးထဲမြာ ်ဖစးေနပဵုက  အဲံသလုိ 

 

်ပီ့  သူကုိေတာငး့ပနးမယးံသူ  တစးေယာကးမြမရြိဘူ့ 

တျကးကိနး့ေတျကုိရပးခိုငး့ဖို႔ 

 

်ပီ့ေတာံ သူကုိ  ဖ္ကးေပ့ဖုိ႔ 

 

ဗာစကုိပုိပါ 
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 A conceited mistake

 

Once upon  a time there was a mistake 

So silly so small 

That no one would even have noticed it 

 

It couldn't bear 

To see itself to hear of itself 

 

It invented all manner of things 

Just to prove 

That it didn't really exist 

 

It invented space 

To put its proofs in 

And time to keep its proofs 

And the world to see its proofs 

 

All it invented 

Was not so silly 

Nor so small 

But was of course mistaken 

 

Could it have been otherwise 

 

VASKO POPA 

 စိတးၾကီ့ဝငးေနတံဲအမြာ့တစးခု
 

တစးရဵေရာအခါက အမြာ့တစးခုရြိသတံဲ 

အလျနးမိုကးမ ဲအလျနးေသ့ငယးသမုိ႔ 

ဘယးသူမြ သူကို သတိမ်ပဳမိၾကတဲံအထိပဲ 

 

သူကုိယးသူ်မငးဖို႔ သူအသဵ သူၾကာ့ဖုိ႔ 

သူ မစျမး့ႏုိငးရြာဘူ့ 

 

အမြနးစငးစစး သူမရြိဘူ့ဆုိတာ 

သကးေသ်ပရုဵသကးသကး 

အရာရာအမ္ိဳ့မ္ိဳ့ကုိ သူတီထျငးလိုကးသတဲ ံ

 

ဟငး့လငး့်ပငးကုိ သူတီထျငးလုိကးသတံဲ 

သူသကးေသ်ပခ္ကးေတျ သျတးသျငး့ဖုိ႔ 

်ပီ့  သူ႔  သကးေသ်ပခ္ကးေတျ ထိနး့သိမး့ဖို႔  အခ္ိနးရယး 

သူ႔ သကးေသ်ပခ္ကးေတျ  ်မငးႏိုငးဖို႔ ကမာၻရယး 

 

သူတီထျငးမႈဟာ 
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မေပါံပ္ကးလြဘူ့ 

မေသ့ငယးလြဘူ့ 

ဒါေပမယးံ  မြာ့တာပါပဲ 

 

တ်ခာ့ေကာ ဘာ်ဖစးႏိုငးဦ့မြာလဲ 

 

 ဗာစကုိပိုပါ

 

 

 

 

 

 

The story of a story 

 

Once upon a time there was a story 

 

Its end came 

Before its beginning 

And its beginning came 

After its end 

 

Its heroes entered it 

After their death 

And left it 
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Before their birth 

 

Its heroes talked 

About some earth about some heaven 

They said all sorts of things 

 

Only they didn't say 

What they themselves didn't know 

That they are only heroes in a story 

 

In a story whose end comes 

Before its beginning 

And whose beginning comes 

After its end 

 

VASKO POPA 

 

                         
 

                                    
 

  ႔             
  ႔                  

  ႔               

  ႔                
 

             
  ႔                         

  ႔                   
                      

 
  ႔                          

                                   
                         ႔           

 
     ႔                   

     ႔                  
     ႔                                                 

 
                 

                  
               

                
             

 
            



မာ့ဆုိ့ - တငးဆကးသညး                                                                                                                                                                    mmcybermedia. com  

 

 ေမာငးသစးမငး့                                                                                                                                                                   သုဵ့ေယာကးေကာငး့ကငး    

22 

 

A wise triangle 

Once upon a time there was a triangle 

It had three sides 

The fourth it hid 

In its glowing centre 

 

By day it would climb to its three vertices 

And admire its centre 

By night it would rest 

In one of its three angles 

At dawn it would watch its three sides 

Turned into three glowing wheels 

Disappear into the blue of no return 

 

It would take out its fourth side 

Kiss it break it three times 

And hide it once more in its former place 

 

And again it had three sides 

 

And again by day it would climb 

To its three vertices 

And admire its centre 
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And by night it would rest 

In one of its three angles 

 

VASKO POPA 

 

သူစတုတၳအနာ့ကုိ  သူ ထုတးယူ 

သုဵ့ၾကိမးနမး့  သုဵ့ၾကိမးခ္ိဳ့ 

်ပီ့  သူေနရာေဟာငး့မြာပဲ  ်ပနးဝြကးထာ့လုိကးသတံဲ 

 

ဒါနဲ   သူမြာ  အနာ့သုဵ့ဖကးရြိ်ပနးေရာ 

 

ေန႔    သမူ္ဥး့ေၾကာငး့ေပၚ တျယးတကး်ပနး 

သူဗဟုိခ္ကးကုိ အ်မတးတႏုိ့ၾကညးံ်ပနး 

     သူ အနာ့ယူ်ပနး 

သူ႔ ေထာငးံသုဵ့ေထာငးံထဲက တစးေထာငးံမြာတံဲ 

 

ဗာစကုိပုိပါ 

 

ပါ့နပးတံဲၾတိဂဵတစးခု 

 

တစးရဵေရာအခါက ၾတိဂဵတစးခုရြိသတံဲ 

သူမြာ အနာ့သုဵ့ဖကးရြိသတံဲ 

စတုတၳအနာ့ကုိ  သူ ဝြကးထာ့သတံဲ 

ေတာကးပေနတံဲ  သူဗဟုိခ္ကးထဲမြာ 

 

ေန႔     မ္ဥး့သုဵ့ေၾကာငး့ေပၚ သူတျယးတကး 

သူဗဟုိခ္ကးကုိ အ်မတးတႏုိ့ၾကညးံသတံဲ 

     သူ အနာ့ယူသတံဲ 

သူ႔ ေထာငးံသုဵ့ေထာငးံထဲက တစးေထာငးံမြာ 

အရုဏးဦ့မြာေတာံ အနာ့သုဵ့ခုကုိ သူေစာငးံၾကညးံခဲံ 

ေတာကးပတံဲ ဘီ့သုဵ့ဘီ့အ်ဖစး  ေ်ပာငး့လဲသျာ့ 

 ်ပနးမလာေတာံတဲံ အ်ပာေရာငးအ်ဖစးေပ္ာကးကျယးသျာ့ၾကပဵုကုိ
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The yawn of yawns 
 
Once upon a time there was a yawn 
Not under the palate not under the hat 
Not in the mouth not in the anything 
 
It was bigger than everything 
Bigger than its own bigness 
 
From time to time 
Its dull darkness desperate darkness 
In desperation would flash here and there 
You might think it was stars 
 
Once upon a time there was a yawn 
Boring like any yawn 
 
And still it seems it lasts 
 
VASKO POPA 

 

   သမး့ေဝမႈမ္ာ့ရဲ႕သမး့ေဝမႈ 

 

တစးရဵေရာအခါက သမး့ေဝမႈတစးခုရြိသတံဲ 

အာေခါငးေအာကးမြာမဟုတး ဦ့ထုပးေအာကးမြာမဟုတး 

ပါ့စပးထဲမြာမဟုတး ဘယးထဲမြာမြမဟုတး 

 

သူဟာ အရာအာ့လုဵ့ထကးၾကီ့မာ့ 

သူကုိယးတုိငးရဲ႕ၾကီ့မာ့မႈထကး ပုိမုိၾကီ့မာ့ 

 

မၾကာမၾကာသူထုိငး့မႈိငး့တံဲအေမြာငးထု  ေမြ္ားလငးံခ္ကးကငး့မဲံတံဲအေမြာငးထု 

ေမြ္ားလငးံခ္ကးကငး့မဲံကာ ဟုိနာ့ဒီနာ့လငး့လကး 

ၾကယးပျငးံေတျလုိ႔  ေတျ့ထငးစရာ 

 

တစးရဵေရာအခါက  သမး့ေဝမႈတစးခုရြိသတံဲ 

သမး့ေဝမႈပီပီ  ်ငီ့စီစ ီ

ထာဝရတညးတံဵမယးေတာံ  ထငးရ 

 

ဗာစကုိပုိပါ 
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Two Drops 

 

No time grieve for roses,when the forests are burning 

                                                Slawacki 

The forests were on fire -- 

they however 

wreathed their necks with their hands 

like bouquets of roses 

 

People ran to the shelters-- 

he said his wife had hair 

in whose depths one could hide 

 

Covered by one blanket 

they whispered shameless words 

the litany of those who love 

 

When it got very bad 

they leapt into each other's eyes 

and shut them firmly 

 

So firmly they did not feel the flames 

when they came up to the eyelashes 

 

To the end they were brave 

To the end they were faithful 

To the end they were similar 

like two drops 

struck at the edge of a face 

 

ZBIGNIEW HERBERT 
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The Rain   

 

When my older brother  

came back from war  

he had on his forehead a little silver star  

and under the star  

an abyss  

 

a splinter of shrapnel  

hit him at Verdun  

or perhaps at Grünwald  

(he’d forgotten the details)  

 

he used to talk much  

in many languages  

but he liked most of all  

the language of history  

 

until losing breath  

he commanded his dead pals to run  

Roland Kowaski Hannibal  

 

he shouted  

that this was the last crusade  

that Carthage soon would fall  

and then sobbing confessed  

that Napoleon did not like him  

 

we looked at him  

getting paler and paler  

abandoned by his senses  

he turned slowly into a monument  

into musical shells of ears  

entered a stone forest  

and the skin of his face  

was secured  
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with the blind dry  

buttons of eyes  

 

nothing was left him  

but touch  

 

what stories  

he told with his hands  

in the right he had romances  

in the left soldier’s memories  

 

they took my brother  

and carried him out of town  

he returns every fall  

slim and very quiet  

he does not want to come in  

he knocks at the window for me  

 

we walk together in the streets  

and he recites to me  

improbable tales  

touching my face  

with blind fingers of rain  

 

Zbigniew Herbert 
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Silk of a Soul 

 

Never 

did I speak with her 

either about love 

or about death 

 

only blind taste 

and mute touch 

used to run between us 

when absorbed in ourselves 

we lay close 

 

I must 

peek inside her 

to see what she wears 

at her centre 

 

when she slept 

with her lips open 

I peeked 

 

and what 

and what 

would you think 

I caught sight of 

 

I was expecting 

branches 

I was expecting 

a bird 
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I was expecting 

a house 

by a lake great and silent 

 

but there 

on a glass counter 

I caught sight of a pair 

of silk stockings 

 

my God 

I'll buy her those stockings 

I'll buy them 

 

but what will appear then 

on the glass counter 

of the little soul 

 

will it be something 

which cannot be touched 

even with one finger of a dream 

 

Zbigniew Herbert  
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Voice 
 
I walk on the sea-shore 
to catch that voice 
between the breaking of one wave 
and another 
 
but there is no voice 
only the senile garrulity of water 
salty nothing 
a white bird's wing 
stuck dry to a stone 
 
I walk to the forest 
where persists the continuous 
hum of an immense hour-glass 
sifting leaves into humus 
humus into leaves 
powerful jaws of insects 
consume the silence of the earth   

I walk into the fields 
green and yellow sheets 

fastened with pins of insect beings 
sing at every touch of the wind 

 
where is that voice 
it should speak up 

when for a moment there is a pause 
in the unrelenting monolouge of the earth 

 

nothing but whispers 
clappings explosions 

 
I come home 

and my experience takes on 
the shape of an alternative 

either the world is dumb 
or I am deaf 

 
but perhaps 
we are both 

doomed to our afflictions 
 

therefore we must 
arm in arm 

go blindly on 
towards new horizons 

towards contracted throats 
from which rises 

an unintelligible gurgle 
 

Zbigniew Herbert 
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Tongue 
 
          Inadvertently I passed the border of her teeth  
and swallowed her agile tongue.It lives inside me now, 
like a japanese  fish. It brushes  against my  heart and  
my diapgragm as if  against  the walls of an  aquarium. 
It stirs silt from the bottom. 
             She whom I deprived of a voice stars at me 
with big eye and waits for a word. 
             Yet I do not know which tongue to use w- 
hen speaking to her-the stolen one or the one which 
melts in my mouth from an excess of heavy goodness. 
 
                              Zbigniew Herbert 
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           သူမ သျာ့ေတျရဲ႕နယးနိမိတးကုိ ငါအမြတးမဲံ်ဖတးေက္ားမိ်ပီ့ သူမရဲ  

ေပါံပါ့တံဲလြ္ာကုိ စုပးမ္ိဳလုိကးမိတယး။ အခုေတာံ အဲဒီလြ္ာက ငါံကုိယးထဲမြာ 

ဂ္ပနးငါ့တစးေကာငးလို ေနေန်ပီ။ ငါ့ေမျ့ကနးရဲ   နဵရဵကုိ တို့ေဝြ႔ ေနသလုိမ္ိဳ့ 

ငါံ ႏြလုဵ့အိမးန႔ဲ ငါံ ရငးေခါငး့အကနးကုိ ဒီလြ္ာက ပျတးတုိကး တို့ေဝြေနတယး။ 

ေအာကးေ်ခက  ႏျဵႏြစးေတျက  ထၾကျေအာငး ေမႊေႏြာကးေနတယး။  သူမ   

အသဵကငး့မံဲသျာ့ေအာငး လုပးခဲံတဲံငါံကို မ္ကးလဵု့်ပဴ့ၾကီ့ေတျနဲ႔ စိုကးၾကညးံ်ပီ့ 

စကာ့တစးချနး့ကုိေစာငးံေနရဲ ။ 

 

            ဒါေပမယးံ သူမကုိ စကာ့ေ်ပာတံဲအခါ ဘယးလြ္ာကုိ အသုဵ့်ပဳရမလဲ 

ငါမသိ။ ခို့ရာပါ လြ္ာ နလဲာ့။ ဒါမြမဟုတး ေလ့လဵတဲ ံ ေကာငး့်မတး်ပညးံလြ္ဵတဲံ 

 ငါံပါ့စပးထဲမြာအရညးေပ္ားေနတဲံ လြ္ာနဲ႕လာ့။
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